
   Nature Workshops

A Weekend in the County 
Ontario Nature’s 87th Annual Gathering
Prince Edward County
June 1st—3rd, 2018

Each workshop will run twice on Saturday, June 2nd. The first session will run from 
10:00 a.m.—11:45 a.m. The second session will run after lunch from 1:15 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Fluttering Across the County
Come discover the world of butterflies of Prince Edward County. James 
Kamstra will walk you through the different types of butterflies, their 
natural histories and identification tips and tricks – including how to tell  
mimics from the real thing!

Workshop leader: James Kamstra is the Ontario Regional Editor for 
North American Butterfly Association.

Workshop difficulty: Easy

Taking a Liking to Lichens
Learn about the overlooked and understudied world of lichens! Discover 
their ecological importance and uses in medicine, science and more. You 
will get a chance to key out some of the commons species in southern 
Ontario and learn about the unusual lichens inhabiting Sandbanks.

Workshop leader: Dr. Troy McMullin is a research scientist in 
lichenology at the Canadian Museum of Nature in Ottawa. He is one of 
the few authorities on North American lichens.

Workshop difficulty: Easy



Turtle ER: Rehabilitating Turtles in Ontario
These living dinosaurs aren’t the swiftest of species, which is why so 
many suffer serious injuries or are killed on our roads each year. Join for 
a discussion about Ontario’s turtles, their conservation needs and the 
work being done to rehabilitate these animals.

Workshop leader: Wendy Baggs is the Education Coordinator for the 
Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre — the only wildlife rehabilitation 
centre dedicated solely to providing medical and rehabilitative care to 
Ontario turtles.

Workshop difficulty: Easy

Alvars Rock! 
Prepare to be amazed by the incredible diversity that these apparent 
barren vegetation communities offer. Join Amanda as she takes you on a 
tour of one of the worlds rarest ecosystems and the unique species found 
on them.

Workshop leader: Amanda Tracey recently completed her Ph.D. in 
biology from Queen’s University. She is currently the coordinator of 
conservation biology for the Central Ontario-East Region at the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada. A large focus of her work is on the alvars of the 
Napanee Plains.

Nature Through the Lens
This interactive workshop will focus on developing your visual 
storytelling skills through a blend of group discussion, practical 
photography skills and field activities. 

Workshop leader: Josh Feltham is a professor at Fleming College in 
faculty of the School of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences. 
He also teaches a multimedia production course at the Royal Ontario 
Museum as part of the Environmental Visual Communication faculty 
team.

Workshop difficulty: Easy - please bring a camera or phone to take 
photos.



Field trips will run once on Sunday, June 3rd from 9:00 a.m. —3:00 p.m. 
Transportation is provided. 

Safari on the South Shore:
Exploring the Wilds of Prince Edward County
Come explore the wilds of the South Shore of Prince Edward County. 
Through a variety of stops, we will explore the diversity of birds, 
butterflies, reptiles, amphibians, plants and other species found along 
the south shore.

Workshop leaders: This workshop will be co-led by a number of 
experts as we travel along the south shore. 

Workshop difficulty: Easy to moderate

  Field Trips

Lively Landscapes:
Discovering the Dunes and Marshes of Prince Edward County

Join us for a tour of two of  Prince Edward County’s treasures, Beaver 
Meadows Wildlife Management Area and Sandbanks Provincial Park. 
Be sure to bring your walking shoes and binoculars!

Workshop leader: Co-led by Sandbanks Provincial Park’s natural 
heritage education coordinator, Yvette Bree; and Mark Stabb, the 
program director of Central Ontario-East at the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada.

Workshop difficulty: Easy to moderate

Paddle and Ponder:
A Guided Tour of West Lake on Canoes and Kayaks
Join our guides as they take you on a tour of West Lake by canoe or 
kayak. You will see the dune systems from the water, the local birds and 
turtles, and enjoy a day on the water.

Workshop leaders: Co-led by Josh Feltham and Ontario Nature staff.

Workshop difficulty: Difficult



Keynote Speakers

Bats: A World of Science and Mystery 
Saturday evening keynote presentation 

There are more than 1,300 species of bats—or almost a quarter of the 
world’s mammal species. But before you shrink in fear from these 
furry “creatures of the night,” consider the bat’s fundamental role in 
our ecosystem. A single brown bat can eat several thousand insects in a 
night. Bats also pollinate and disperse the seeds for many of the plants 
we love, from bananas to mangoes and figs. Join Dr. Brock Fenton for 
the Saturday evening keynote as he presents these fascinating nocturnal 
creatures in a new light. 

Keynote presenter: M.B. (Brock) Fenton received his Ph.D. in 1969 for work in the ecology and behaviour of 
bats. Since then he has held academic positions at Carleton University, York University and the University of 
Western Ontario (present). He has published over 250 papers in refereed journals (most of them about bats), 
as well as numerous nontechnical contributions. He currently is an Emeritus Professor of Biology, University 
of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada. He was inducted as a Fellow of the Royals Society of Canada 
(FRSC) in November 2014. 

A Plan for Protection
Saturday morning keynote presentation 
Protected places provide safe havens for wildlife, increase our resilience 
to climate change and can sustain and strengthen Indigenous knowledge 
and value systems. In 2010, Canada endorsed the United Nations target 
to protect at least 17 percent of the planet’s land and inland waters 
by 2020. Currently, less than 11 percent of Ontario is protected and 
on-the-ground progress has been painfully slow.  Learn more about 
the important work Ontario Nature is doing to get the provincial 
government to meet its commitment to protect 17 percent by 2020. 

Keynote presenters: Ontario Nature staff.


