
As a rule, we humans are social crea-
tures, and so we’ve chosen to live
together in communities. A communi-
ty is a “hub” for our activities. It’s
where we obtain food, shelter and
water, and where we meet others,
raise families and retire.

Like humans, wildlife also needs
places to live. Provincial parks, nature
reserves and other such habitats pro-
vide natural “hubs” where plants and
animals can obtain food, shelter and
water, and where they can reproduce.
We call these hubs “natural cores.”
And like humans, animals need to
travel, to find food, mates and other
resources. Strips of green space ("nat-

ural corridors") that connect natural
cores to each other allow animals to
move between core areas, giving
them more living space. When you
think about it, natural cores and
corridors are like cities and high-
ways for wildlife.

Why does this matter? It matters
because humans need natural spaces.
These ecosystems safeguard pub-
lic health: they produce oxygen
and filter our air and water to
keep them clean. Healthy ecosys-
tems do the best job, so we need to
keep our natural “green”
spaces in good shape.

Steps have already been taken to con-
nect natural spaces in parts of south-
ern Ontario. But Ontario Nature
believes that we can – and must – do
better. Our green spaces must be
connected across all of southern
Ontario, and southern Ontario
must be connected to the north.

Look inside to learn more about
creating a Greenway for
southern Ontario. 

Breathe easy. . .Greenway ahead!  
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A good start
The building blocks are already in place for an Ontario
Greenway. Protected lands along the Niagara Escarpment,
the Oak Ridges Moraine and other parts of the newly cre-
ated Greenbelt in the “Golden Horseshoe” are an excellent
starting point. Wetlands, woodlands, river valleys, parks
and nature reserves in other parts of southern Ontario will
help form the rest. But the Greenway is more than the
sum of its parts. To get the most benefit from our natural
areas, we need to connect them to one another and pro-
tect them all from urban sprawl and other inappropriate
development.

But who is going to do
all this?
All of us! Ontario Nature will lead the way. But building the
Greenway will take the effort and cooperation of a wide
range of individuals and organizations: conservation groups,
governments, businesses, landowners and you, to name
just a few. By working together, we can pool our resources
and build the Greenway more quickly. And we will all reap
the rewards of cleaner air and water.

How will Ontario Nature
help build the Greenway?
We’re glad you asked! Since 1931 we’ve been working to
protect Ontario’s natural spaces and the Greenway is our
most ambitious vision yet. We will work on several fronts:

l We will work with communities to share informa-
tion  on the benefits of protecting natural areas and to 
engage people in nature conservation.

l We will work with conservation groups to get 
the most from our collective efforts and to collaborate 
on voluntary community conservation projects.

l We will work with farm groups to explore 
opportunities for the protection of farmlands and  
farms so we can all continue to enjoy fresh, local 
foods and benefit from the green spaces that farmers 
protect.

l We will work with municipalities, encouraging 
them to include community-based greenways in their 
land use plans.

l We will work with the provincial government to 
create policies that will protect nature while promoting 
environmentally sustainable urban growth in Ontario.

The Greenway: 
a practical solution
Woodlands, wetlands and other natural areas filter snow
and rainwater, returning it to the ground. The water perco-
lates very slowly down to underground reservoirs called
aquifers. The soil and rock filter this groundwater, cleaning
it as it moves through the earth. Without natural areas to
filter the water, snow and rainwater flow quickly over the
ground. As they do, they pick up road salt, oil and other
pollutants, dumping them into our streams and lakes.

This pollution is expensive. Over the next 25 years, $33 bil-
lion will be spent in water and wastewater treatment facil-
ities in the Greater Golden Horseshoe (south-central
Ontario) alone. Compare this to a similar situation in
ne i ghbour ing
New York State.
New York City
once received
naturally pure
drinking water
from the Catskill
Mountains. As
the population
and the demand for land grew, much of the watershed’s
forest was logged to make room for farms, houses and
resorts. Over time, sewage and agricultural runoff polluted
the water until it fell below the government’s standards for
drinking water quality. Officials in New York City had a
choice. They could build a filtration plant for $6 to $8 bil-
lion (U.S.), plus another $300 million in annual mainte-
nance costs. Or, for $1 billion and very low maintenance
costs, they could restore the Catskill watershed and let
nature purify the water. The decision was easy. In 1997, the
city purchased forested lands in the watershed to filter the
water naturally.

A watershed is an area of land
that drains into a particular body
of water such as a river or lake.
No matter where you live, you
live in a watershed.
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The livable landscape

This map is a greenway, or greenprint, of what central
and southern Ontario could look like. The dark green
areas represent natural habitats roughly in the shape of
cores and corridors. Core areas can be forests (young or
old), wetlands, grasslands or any other habitat critical to
the survival of species in a region. Corridors are natural
areas that form links between the core areas. By con-
necting one core habitat with another, corridors
increase the effective size of otherwise fragmented
areas. Wildlife corridors are understood to be essential
to the movement of plants and animals, as well as to
the maintenance of genetic diversity among species.

Through this greenprint, Ontario Nature reconciles the
need for urban spaces and growth with the equally
important need for natural areas protected from urban
development, highways and other incompatible land
uses. Our vision entails some 2 million hectares of
newly protected and linked habitats across southern
Ontario, with plenty of room for all.

The Quebec City – Windsor corridor
is home to almost half of Canada’s threatened and endangered species. It is

also home to almost half of Canada’s population.  Well-managed urban green

spaces can be critical habitat for many species at risk.

Smog is estimated
to cost Ontarians more than $1 billion a

year in health care costs and lost workdays.

Chemicals in smog can irritate our lungs, mak-

ing it difficult to breathe. But forests absorb car-

bon dioxide and even some air pollutants. They also

produce oxygen, which everybody needs!

Seventy-five percent
of the water in our streams, rivers and lakes

comes from forests. Forests and other natural

areas act as huge sponges. They soak up water after

rain and snowfall and release it slowly into streams and

groundwater reservoirs. 

Wetlands filter water ,

improving water quality. Their plants can also

absorb excess fertilizers and even some toxins,

keeping them out of our water and soil. As important

as they are, more than 75% of southern Ontario’s 

wetlands have been filled, drained or otherwise lost. 

The Greenway means cleaner
air, cleaner sources of water,
more wildlife habitat, better
soil conservation, new recre-
ational opportunities and a
better connection to nature for
Ontarians.

A bold vision for nature pro-
tection and land-use planning
will allow for a system of pro-
tected natural spaces in the
shape of core areas and con-
necting corridors throughout
the southern part of the
province. These green spaces
are a vital feature of our land-
scape, along with farmlands
and urban centres.

The Greenway:
l safeguards public health

l  protects and restores 
natural areas

l builds on natural cores to      
create more wildlife habitat

l connects habitats – and 
communities – to one 
another

A white-footed
mouse will use a farm hedgerow as a

habitat corridor. A red fox needs larger

strips of habitat, as it can travel up to 8 km

per night in search of food. But some plants

and animals might not readily use corridors at

all; natural core areas are crucial for these species.

Ontario Nature’s

Greenway
A healthy way to grow
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l Make your own connection to nature: spend a day in
a provincial park, conservation area or nature reserve.

l Provide a home for local wildlife: install a bat box, birdhouse or other wildlife shelter on your
property.

l Support our farmers: buy Ontario produce. Farmers operate on a small profit margin. By
increasing demand for local products, you help farmers stay on their land and stimulate the local
economy by keeping money in the community.

l Plant a (native) tree! Trees produce oxygen and trap a variety of air pollutants. They intercept
rainfall and slowly guide it back into the ground, instead of over roads and sidewalks where it
picks up pollutants. In summer, trees also provide shade, which can cool buildings and reduce
air conditioning costs.

l Participate in a local habitat restoration project. Contact your local nature club for information
on projects in your community. Visit Ontario Nature’s website to find a club in your area.

l Landscape your yard with native plant species. Native plants have evolved to thrive here, so
they require less maintenance, less water and no pesticides. They also provide habitat for birds,
butterflies and other creatures.

l Find out if your municipality’s official land use plan includes a natural heritage system of parks
and other natural spaces. If not, write to your municipal council to encourage them to adopt a
natural heritage system in the next official plan. 

l Write to your MPP and ask him/her to ensure that the provincial government promotes “smart
growth” policies to protect the Greenway and keep urban growth within existing urban boundaries.

Check out the Ontario Nature website for information on these and other “greening”
ideas: www.ontarionature.org.

Ontario Nature
355 Lesmill Road, Toronto, ON M3B 2W8
Tel. 416-444-8419 
Toll free: 1-800-440-2366
Fax. 416-444-9866
info@ontarionature.org
ontarionature.org

How to green your own way:

®

Printed using leading-edge environmentally friendly
print technology and paper that is 50% recycled
fibre, 15% post consumer and chlorine and acid free.
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