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Bees are the most important pollinators on the planet, but most bees aren't what 

most people think they are!  There are over 20,000 species of bees that have been 

described so far with likely thousands more awaiting description or discovery.  Most 

of them are nothing like the archetypal bee.  In this, talk Dr. Laurence Packer will 

dispel some myths about what most of the world's bees are like.  He will outline bee 

diversity globally , nationally and provincially, and then discuss their particular 

sensitivity to habitat change and what can be done to help conserve them. 

Dr. Laurence Packer is a Professor of Biology at York University where 

he has worked since 1988.  He teaches Entomology and Biodiversity 

courses.  His research is on bees.  He and his students have published 

over 140 research papers and he has published a book “Keeping the bees” 

published by HarperCollins as well as “Bees: a close-up look at 

pollinators around the world” with Sam Droege, Voyageur Press. He and 

his team have described almost 100 new species of bees.  The collection that he has started at York 

University now includes several hundred thousand specimens with examples from well over 100 countries.  

He was a member of the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada, and the Natural 

Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada’s Evaluation Group for Ecology and Evolution.  His 

research has been funded by the latter organization as well as National Geographic, 

Genome Canada and the Canadian Foundation for Innovation. 


